
 

 

 

 

Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 
Grade/Course Grade Twelve / English IV 
Unit of Study Unit Two: Reading Informational Text/ Writing Informative/Explanatory 

Texts 
Pacing  5 – 7 Weeks 
 
Unit Overview 

 
In Unit Two, students will focus on reading and writing informational 

texts. By the completion of the unit, students will have a better 
understanding of how to analyze an informational text to determine its 
meaning, including any ambiguities. They will also work with the 

interaction of multiple central ideas and consider how writers effectively 
use rhetoric to convey a particular point of view or purpose. 

 
Additionally, students will practice selecting, organizing, and analyzing 
content in order to examine and convey complex ideas and concepts in 

informative texts.  The unit will culminate in a final performance task, 
which asks students to compose and deliver an informative speech, 

applying the skills taught over the course of the unit. This informative 
piece satisfies a core requirement of the district student-writing portfolio. 
(W.CCR.2) 

 

UNIT TWO STANDARDS 

PRIORITY STANDARDS 

 
Reading Informational Text 
RI.12.1  Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence (e.g. via  

discussion, written response, etc.)  to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the 

text leaves matters uncertain. 
RI.12.2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their  
  development and how they interact to provide a complex analysis;  

provide an objective summary of the text. 
RI.12.3  Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain  
  how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over  

  the course of the text 
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RI.12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a  
  text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings;  
  analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or 

  terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in  
  Federalist No. 10). 

RI.12.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author  
  uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the  
  structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 

RI.12.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the  
  rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content  

  contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 
 
Writing 

W.12.2  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex  
  ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the  

  effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
W.12.2a Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information 
  so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a 

  unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g.,  
  figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding    

  comprehension. 
W.12.2b Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and  
  relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or  

  other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s   
  knowledge of the topic. 

W.12.2f Provide a concluding  paragraph or section that supports the argument 
 presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the 
topic). 

W.12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,   
  organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and   

  audience. 

 
 

 
SUPPORTING STANDARDS 

 
Reading Literature 
 
RL.12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections 

 to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 

drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 

RL.12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their  

  development over the course of the text, including how they interact and  
  build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective  

  summary of the text. 
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RL.12.3         Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and  
  relate elements of a story or drama (e.g. where a story is set, how the 
                     action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

RL.12.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
  including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of  

  specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple  
  meanings or  language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g.  

Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

 
 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.12.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 

and background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance 

for their themes, purposes and rhetorical features, including primary source 
documents relevant to U.S. and/or global history. 

 
Writing 
W.12.2c        Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major  

                     sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among 
                     complex ideas and concepts. 

W.12.2d.      Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
                     metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 
W.12.2e.       Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and  

purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to 
                     the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W.12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,  
  rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA 

or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 

purpose and audience. 
W.12.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce,  share, and update  

  writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments 
 or information. 

W.12.9b Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g.,   

  “Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the  
  application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in  

  U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the   
  premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The 
  Federalist, presidential addresses]”). 

W.12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,  
  and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 

  range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
 

Speaking and Listening 
SL12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one- 

            on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with peers on grades 11–12 
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 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 
and persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 

study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well- reasoned 

exchange of ideas. 
b. Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision 
making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g. student-developed rubrics), and 

establish individual roles as needed. 
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 

reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or 
issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and 
creative perspectives. 

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and 
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and 

determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the 
investigation or complete the task. 

SL12.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 

 assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used. 

SL12.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
 logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task,   
purpose, and audience. 

SL.12.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of 
 formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11-12 Language 

standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 
 

Language 

L.12.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and  
usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over 
time, and is sometimes contested. 

L.12.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

 punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 

b. Spell correctly. 
L.12.3 Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening. 

a. Vary syntax for effect; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex 
texts. 

L.12.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s 
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
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meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 
c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word 

or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its 
standard usage. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary) 

L.12.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 

 phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 
career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 
 

 

 “UNWRAPPED” District Power Standards 

Reading Informational Text 

 
RI.12.1 Accurately CITE strong and thorough textual evidence (e.g. via  

discussion, written response, etc.)  to SUPPORT analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferentially, including DETERMINING where the 
text leaves matters uncertain. 

 
 
RI.12.2 DETERMINE two or more central ideas of a text and ANALYZE their  

  development and how they interact to provide a complex analysis; PROVIDE 
 an objective summary of the text. 

 
RI.12.6 DETERMINE an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the  
  rhetoric is particularly effective, ANALYZING how style and content   

  contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 
 

Writing 
 
W.12.2 WRITE informative/explanatory texts to EXAMINE and CONVEY complex  

  ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the  
  effective selection, or organization, and analysis of content. 
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“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

 

POWER STANDARD: RI.12.1 

 CITE 
 
 

 SUPPORT 
 

 
 

 DETERMINING 

 Strong and thorough 
textual evidence 
accurately 

 Analysis of what the text 
says 

o explicitly  
o Inferentially 

 Where the text leaves 
matters uncertain  

3 
 
3 

 
 

 
 
4 

 

Students Can: 

 Draw inferences from informational text to make and support an analysis that 

goes beyond the obvious by using strong and thorough evidence. 

 Determine where the text leaves matters uncertain and be able to infer what 
happens next. 

 Support conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

 Synthesize evidence from throughout the text to best support conclusions. 

 Explain the relationship between analysis/inference/conclusion and textual 
evidence. 

POWER STANDARD: RI.12.2 

 DETERMINE 
 

 

 ANALYZE 
 

 

 PROVIDE 
 

 PROVIDE 

 Two or more central 
ideas of the text 
 

 Development  

 how they interact 
 

 complex analysis 
 

 objective summary 

 
 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

Students Can: 

 Analyze development of multiple themes throughout the text, including evidence 
from the text as support. 

 Synthesize the analysis of the major ideas within a text in order to compare the 

complexity and depth of each idea. 

 Summarize the text using the central themes as well as supporting details. 

 Use a range of textual evidence to support summaries and interpretations of texts 
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(e.g., purpose, central idea). 

POWER STANDARD: RI.12.6 

 DETERMINE 
 

 

 ANALYZING 

 An author’s point of view 
or purpose in a text in 

which rhetoric is effective 

 How style and content 

contribute to: 
o Power 

o Persuasiveness 
o Beauty  

 
 

 
3 
 
 

 

Students Can: 

 Analyze how an author uses rhetoric to develop a point of view or purpose. 

 Analyze and evaluate effective rhetorical devices used by an author to support a 
point of view or purpose. 

 Analyze and evaluate how style and content work together to advance the ideas 

in a text. 

 Evaluate the effectiveness of an author's use of rhetoric and how it contributes to 

the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

 
POWER STANDARD: W.12.2 

 WRITE 
 
 

 EXAMINE AND CONVEY 

 Informational/explanatory 
texts 

 

 Complex ideas, concepts, 
and information clearly 

and accurately through: 
o Effective selection 
o Organization 

o Analysis of 
content. 

 
 
 

3 
 
 

 

Students Can: 

 Select an informative/explanatory topic that can be reasonably explained or 
clarified within the space and time allotted. 

 Effectively organize complex ideas so that each new element builds on the 

previous idea in order to create a unified whole that communicates the author's 
purpose effectively. 

 Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting and synthesizing the most significant 
and relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and quotations appropriate to the 
audience's knowledge of the topic. 

 



8 
 

   Plainfield Public Schools                               ELA Curriculum                                    Grade 12 Unit 2 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 
 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 

Concepts 
Supporting Standards Concepts and 

Other Unit-Specific Terms  

 Examine 

 Convey 

 Author’s POV 

 Rhetoric 

 Persuasiveness 

 Objective 

 Explicitly 

 Inferences 
 

 Central ideas 

 Complex analysis 

 Objective summary 

 Figurative 

 Connotative 

 Technical meanings 

 Key term 

 Exposition 

 Argument 

 Rhetoric 

 Style 

 Persuasiveness 

 Unified whole 

 Formatting 

 Graphics 

 Multimedia 

 Transitions 

 Syntax 
 

 

Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

How do strong textual citations help 

support analysis of a text? 
 

 
 
How does determining an author’s point of 

view or analyzing the style or content of a 
piece contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness, or beauty of a text as a 
whole? 
 

How does an author develop multiple 
central ideas over the course of at text? 

 
 
 

 
How does writing informative/explanatory 

texts help examine and convey complex 

Strong textual citations help support 

analysis through understanding of what is 
stated as well as inferences coming from 

the text. 
 
You can determine the author’s point of 

view or analyze the style and content of a 
piece to better understand the text as a 

whole. 
 
 

Skilled readers know that authors weave 
multiple central ideas together, building on 

each other, to present a complex analysis 
of the topic. 
 

 
You can examine and convey complex 

ideas, concepts, and information clearly 
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ideas, concepts, and information? 
 

and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of 
content through writing 

informative/explanatory texts. 
 

 

District Assessments 

 

 
 

Unit 2 Pre-Assessment 

 

 
 

ELA Grade 12 Common Assessment  
 

(See district assessment calendar) 

 

Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 

 

 

 
Engaging Learning  

Scenario 

For a variety of reasons, some students find it more beneficial to immediately enter the 
job force, the military, or a trade school upon graduation from high school instead of 
attending a four-year college. Consequently, the New Jersey Governor and his 

Commissioner of Education are organizing a student task force to determine the merits 
of the various post-secondary options available to high school graduates in today’s 

technologically oriented, global society. 
 
You have been selected to be your school’s representative on this prestigious task 

force. Your job is to research and analyze this issue and then write a letter to the 
Governor summarizing your findings. 
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Performance Task # 1 

In Detail 

 
Power Standards: RI.12.1, RI.12.2, RI.12.6 

Additional Standards: RI.12.5, L.12.1, L.12.2 

 
Task 1 Detailed:  Read, summarize, and analyze two articles about two different post-
secondary options. 

 

 Read “Why Go to College at All?” and “Six Reasons to Attend a Community 
College” or two other similar articles provided or approved by your teacher. 

. 

 For each article, write: 

o an objective summary 
o an analysis of two central ideas and how they interact over the course of 

the text 
o an explanation of the author’s point of view or purpose  

 

 

Performance Task Synopses 
 

 

Task 1:  Read, summarize, and analyze two articles about two different post-
secondary options. 

 

Task 2:  Read and analyze an executive summary. 
 

Task 3:  What will you do after high school graduation? Write an informative speech 
explaining the options.  
 

Task 4:  Deliver the speech. 
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 

4 
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

 Meets all 

proficient 
criteria, plus: 

 Analyzes how 
style and content 
support the 

author’s 
perspective in 

one of the articles 

 Summarizes 

objectively two 
assigned articles 

 Analyzes two or 
more central ideas 
in each text 

 Analyzes how the 
central ideas 

interact over the 
course of the text 

 Describes the 

author’s point of 
view or purpose 

 Demonstrates 
mastery of standard 
English grammar, 

usage, 
capitalization, 

punctuation, and 
spelling 

 

 Meets _3_  

proficient 
criteria 

 Meets fewer 

than _3_ 
proficient 

criteria 
 Task to be 

repeated after 

re-teaching. 
 Comments: 

Key: 

4 – Exceeding the Standards 
3 – Meeting the Standards (Proficient) 

2 – Approaching the Standards 
1 – Below the Standards 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 

Related Standards 

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #1 

 

 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

x Effective Oral and Written Communication 

x Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 2 

In Detail 

Power Standards: RI.12.6, W.12.2 

Additional Standards: RI.12.5, W.12.4, W.12.8 
 
Task 2 Detailed: Read and analyze an article. 

 Read “The Overselling of Higher Education”. 

 Determine the author’s purpose and determine what elements in the text support 

this purpose. 

 Analyze whether or not the structure of the text makes the author’s points clear, 

convincing, and engaging. 
 

 

 

Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

4 

 

3 

 

2 

 

1 

 
 Meets all 

proficient 

criteria, plus: 

  

 Writes an analysis 
of the author’s 

purpose 
 Explains how the 

content of the text 

supports the 
purpose 

 Analyzes and 
evaluates the 
effectiveness of the 

text structure. 
 Demonstrates 

mastery of standard 
English grammar, 
usage, 

capitalization, 
punctuation, and 

spelling 

 Meets _3_  
proficient 

criteria 

 Meets fewer 
than _3_ 

proficient 
criteria 

 Task to be 

repeated after 
re-teaching. 

 Comments: 

Key: 
4 – Exceeding the Standards 
3 – Meeting the Standards (Proficient) 

2 – Approaching the Standards 
1 – Below the Standards 
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Interdisciplinary Connections and Related 

Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #2 

  Check all those that apply for each 

task:  

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

x❑ Innovation and Creativity  

x❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

x❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

x❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 
Performance Tasks # 3 and #4 

In Detail 

Power Standards: W.12.2 

Additional Standards: W.12.4, W.12.5, W.12.10 SL.12.3, SL.12.4, SL.12.6 

 
 
Task #3 Detailed:  What will you do after high school graduation?   Write a speech in 

which you explain your post-secondary plans and how your choice will lead to a fulfilling 
life in the next five to ten years.  

 Conduct any necessary research to gather facts, definitions, details, quotations, or 
other information and examples needed to develop your topic. 

 When writing your speech: 

o Introduce your topic 
o Organize your ideas and information so each one builds on another to create 

a unified message. 
o Select the most significant and relevant ideas from your research 

appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic 
o Use transitions and syntax to link sections of the speech. 
o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

o Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. 
o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the content of 

the speech. 
. 
 

 
 

 
 



14 
 

   Plainfield Public Schools                               ELA Curriculum                                    Grade 12 Unit 2 

 

Task #4 Detailed: 

 Deliver your speech as directed by your teacher: in small groups, whole class, or 

on video. 

 Evaluate another student’s speech. Include an assessment of: 
o Speaker’s point of view 

o Reasoning 
o Use of evidence and rhetoric 

o Stance 
o Premises 
o Links among ideas 

o Word choice 
o Points of emphasis 

o Tone 
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Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 

4 
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

 Meets all 

proficient 
criteria, plus: 

  

 Introduces the 

topic 
 Organizes ideas 

and information 

so each one 
builds on another 

to create a unified 
message. 

 Selects the most 

significant and 
relevant research 

appropriate to the 
audience’s 
knowledge of the 

topic 
 Uses transitions 

and syntax to link 
sections of the 
speech. 

 Uses precise 
language and 

domain-specific 
vocabulary. 

 Establishes and 

maintains a 
formal style and 

objective tone. 
 Provides a 

concluding 

statement or 
section that 

follows from the 
content of the 
speech. 

 Demonstrates 
mastery of 

standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 

punctuation, and 
spelling 

 Meets _6_  

proficient 
criteria 

 Meets fewer 

than _6_ 
proficient 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated 

after re-
teaching. 

 Comments: 
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Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

 

4 

 

3 

 

2 

 

1 

 
 Meets all 

proficient 

criteria, plus: 

 Cites relevant 
evidence from 

multiple 
authoritative print 

and digital 
sources 

 Delivers speech as 
directed 

 Presents 
information, 
findings, and 

supporting 
evidence 

 Conveys a clear 
and distinct 
perspective such 

that listeners can 
follow the line of 

reasoning 
 Addresses 

alternative or 

opposing 
perspectives 

 Demonstrates a 
command of formal 
English 

 Evaluates  a 
speaker’s point of 

view, reasoning, 
and use of 
evidence and 

rhetoric 
 Assesses the 

stance, premises, 
links among ideas, 
word choice, points 

of emphasis, and 
tone used. 

 

 Meets _3_  
proficient 

criteria 

 Meets fewer 
than _3_ 

proficient 
criteria 

 Task to be 

repeated after 
re-teaching. 

 Comments: 

 
 

Key: 

4 – Exceeding the Standards 
3 – Meeting the Standards (Proficient) 
2 – Approaching the Standards 

1 – Below the Standards 
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Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

 X Identifying Similarities and Differences 

 X Summarizing and Note Taking 

 X Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

 X Homework and Practice 

 X  Nonlinguistic Representations 

  X Cooperative Learning 

 X Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

 X Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

 X Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

  X Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

 X Teamwork and Collaboration 
 X Initiative and Leadership 

 X Curiosity and Imagination 
 X Innovation and Creativity  
 X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

 X Flexibility and Adaptability 
 X Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 
 X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #4 

  Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

 X  Teamwork and Collaboration 

 X  Initiative and Leadership 
 X  Curiosity and Imagination 

 X  Innovation and Creativity  
 X  Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
 X  Flexibility and Adaptability 

 X  Effective Oral and Written Communication 
 X  Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Differentiation Strategies 
(Additional Supports + Enrichment) 

Intervention Strategies 
 

 

Additional Supports: 

 Small group instruction 

 Varied questioning strategies 

 Various organizers 

 One-on-one teacher assistance 

 Peer tutoring 

 
Enrichments for Highly Capable 
Students 

 Challenge them to use ONLY 
scholarly journals for their report 

 Assign them more difficult articles 
for Task 2 

 
 

 Direct/ explicit instruction 

 Additional time 

 Assistive technology 

 Advance organizers 

 Accommodations for learning styles 

or multiple intelligences  

 Adjust pace of lesson/ instruction 

 Modified instruction 

 Peer tutoring 

 Mandatory after school tutoring 

 Parent conference 

 Involvement of Guidance or 
Learning Specialist 

 Reassessment of lesson or 

teaching style 

 

 

 

Specially Designed Instruction for 

Special Education Students 

Strategies for 

English Language Learners 

 Additional time 

 Modified assignments appropriate 
to skills and ability 

 Change of pace 

 Small group work 

 Use of visuals or audio to enhance 
lessons 

 Scaffold information 

 Peer mentors 

 Allow extra response time 

 Cooperative learning groups 

 Building upon student’s prior 

knowledge 

 Checks for understanding (oral and 

written) 

 Visuals and graphic organizers 

 Connections to primary language 
and culture 

 Find shorter articles or simpler 
books about the content, but that 
use simpler vocabulary and are 

more to the point (NatGeo) 
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Lessons and Resources 

Grade Twelve 

Unit Two 

Power Standards RI.12.1, RI.12.2, RI.12.6, W.12.2 

 

Standard: RI.12.1   

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 
 

Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 
Level  

Resources 

Draw inferences 
from 
informational 
text to make 
and support an 
analysis that 
goes beyond 
the obvious by 
using strong 
and thorough 
evidence. 

Determine 
where the text 
leaves matters 
uncertain and 
be able to infer 
what happens 
next. 

Provide students access 
to the text-via tablet or 
photocopy so they can 
annotate it as directed. 
Model for students how to 
annotate the text and 
make inferences.  
 
Give the students an 
inference you made about 
the text and ask them to 
find textual evidence to 
support the inference. 
 
 
Have students practice 
annotating texts and 
discuss their annotations. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
3 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/vi
deos/student-annotated-reading-
strategy - short video of a teacher 
explaining and using the close 
reading strategy: thinking notes 
with students.  
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/class
room-resources/lesson-
plans/teaching-student-annotation-
constructing-1132.html - Lesson 
plan teaching students to annotate 
and a one page printable 
annotation guide for students.  
 
http://www.buzzfeed.com/wearetea
chers/21-cool-anchor-charts-to-
teach-close-reading-skill-h0xt- 
Great examples of annotation 
anchor charts.  
 
http://www.reading.org/Libraries/bo
oks/bk506-5-Zwiers.pdf - Several 
fun activities to teach students how 
to make predictions and 
inferences.  
 
http://www.criticalreading.com/infer
ence_process.htm- explains the 
process of making inferences and 
analyzing texts.  
 
 
 

Support 
conclusions 
with explicit and 
implicit textual 
evidence. 

Synthesize 
evidence from 
the text to best 
support 
conclusions. 

Model for students how to 
select evidence from the 
text to support your 
inferences about the text. 
 
 
Make an inference about 
the text and compile 
samples of evidence from 
the text to support that 
inference. Have students 
evaluate the evidence 
and explain their 
rationale.  
 

 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-annotated-reading-strategy
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-annotated-reading-strategy
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-annotated-reading-strategy
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/teaching-student-annotation-constructing-1132.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/teaching-student-annotation-constructing-1132.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/teaching-student-annotation-constructing-1132.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/teaching-student-annotation-constructing-1132.html
http://www.buzzfeed.com/weareteachers/21-cool-anchor-charts-to-teach-close-reading-skill-h0xt-
http://www.buzzfeed.com/weareteachers/21-cool-anchor-charts-to-teach-close-reading-skill-h0xt-
http://www.buzzfeed.com/weareteachers/21-cool-anchor-charts-to-teach-close-reading-skill-h0xt-
http://www.reading.org/Libraries/books/bk506-5-Zwiers.pdf
http://www.reading.org/Libraries/books/bk506-5-Zwiers.pdf
http://www.criticalreading.com/inference_process.htm-
http://www.criticalreading.com/inference_process.htm-
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Explain the 
relationship 
between 
analysis/inferen
ce/conclusion 
and textual 
evidence. 

Discuss with students 
how close reading 
strategies such as 
reciprocal teaching and 
annotating the text will 
help them analyze, make 
inferences, and draw 
conclusions about the 
text.  

 
 
4 

https://www.facinghistory.org/for-
educators/educator-
resources/teaching-
strategies#side-  
Student-centered reading and 
writing strategies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facinghistory.org/for-educators/educator-resources/teaching-strategies#side-
https://www.facinghistory.org/for-educators/educator-resources/teaching-strategies#side-
https://www.facinghistory.org/for-educators/educator-resources/teaching-strategies#side-
https://www.facinghistory.org/for-educators/educator-resources/teaching-strategies#side-


21 
 

   Plainfield Public Schools                               ELA Curriculum                                    Grade 12 Unit 2 

 

Standard: RI.12.2  

Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course 
of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex 
analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 
Level  

Resources 

Analyze 
development of 
multiple themes 
throughout the 
text, including 
evidence from 
the text as 
support 

Have students read, and 
annotate the two articles, 
“Why Go to College at All” 
and “5 Reasons to Go to 
College”  
 

 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 

“Why Go to College at All?” 
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Dep
artments/ELA/Docs/Unit3/12.3%2
0Why%20Go%20to%20College%
20at%20All.pdf  
 
“5 Reasons to Go to College” 
http://www.greatschools.org/colleg
e-prep/3077-cb-extras-1-2-
HaveCollegeTalkNow.gs 
 
http://www.debate.org/opinions/sh
ould-you-go-to-college-directly-
after-high-school- Debate.org – 
Presents arguments for both sides 
of the issue.  
 
 
 
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/
resources/interactives/compcontra
st/map.html- interactive graphic 
organizer allowing students to 
organize their information by the 
point-by-point, whole-to-whole, or 
similarities-to-differences method.  
 
https://www.sbcc.edu/clrc/files/wl/
downloads/WritingaCompareContr
astEssay.pdf- explanation of the 
various forms of a compare and 
contrast essay including graphic 
organizers.  
 

Synthesize the 
analysis of the 
major ideas 
within a text in 
order to 
compare the 
complexity and 
depth of each 
idea. 

After students have read 
articles for and against 
going to college, ask 
them to choose a side 
and post their rationale on 
Debate. Org.  

 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summarize the 
text using the 
central themes 
as well as 
supporting 
details. 

Use a range of 
textual 
evidence to 
support 
summaries and 
interpretations 
of texts (e.g., 
purpose, central 
idea). 

 

Scaffold instruction by 
providing sentence stems 
for students as needed to 
help them summarize the 
texts. (In ____, author X 
argues that __). 
 
Have students summarize 
two articles by comparing 
and or contrasting the 
central ideas and the 
authors’ positions using 
textual support (Task 1).  
 
 
    

 
2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

 

 

 

 

http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA/Docs/Unit3/12.3%20Why%20Go%20to%20College%20at%20All.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA/Docs/Unit3/12.3%20Why%20Go%20to%20College%20at%20All.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA/Docs/Unit3/12.3%20Why%20Go%20to%20College%20at%20All.pdf
http://www.plainfieldnjk12.org/Departments/ELA/Docs/Unit3/12.3%20Why%20Go%20to%20College%20at%20All.pdf
http://www.greatschools.org/college-prep/3077-cb-extras-1-2-HaveCollegeTalkNow.gs
http://www.greatschools.org/college-prep/3077-cb-extras-1-2-HaveCollegeTalkNow.gs
http://www.greatschools.org/college-prep/3077-cb-extras-1-2-HaveCollegeTalkNow.gs
http://www.debate.org/opinions/should-you-go-to-college-directly-after-high-school-
http://www.debate.org/opinions/should-you-go-to-college-directly-after-high-school-
http://www.debate.org/opinions/should-you-go-to-college-directly-after-high-school-
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/compcontrast/map.html-
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/compcontrast/map.html-
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/compcontrast/map.html-
https://www.sbcc.edu/clrc/files/wl/downloads/WritingaCompareContrastEssay.pdf-
https://www.sbcc.edu/clrc/files/wl/downloads/WritingaCompareContrastEssay.pdf-
https://www.sbcc.edu/clrc/files/wl/downloads/WritingaCompareContrastEssay.pdf-
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Standard: RI.12.6  

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly 

effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty 

of the text.  

Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 
Level  

Resources 

Analyze how an 
author uses 
rhetoric to 
develop a point 
of view or 
purpose. 

Analyze and 
evaluate how 
style and 
content work 
together to 
advance the 
ideas in a text. 

 

Read various articles 
about trade/vocational 
training:  
 

 identifying the author’s 
point of view 

 analyzing how an 
author uses rhetoric to 
develop a point of 
view or purpose. 

 analyzing and 
evaluating how style 
and content work 
together to advance 
the ideas in the text.  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Articles about trades/vocational 
training:  

http://money.cnn.com/2012/03/14/
smallbusiness/trade-schools/ 
 
http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/article
s/0241-choosing-vocational-school 
 
http://www.nj.com/inside-
jersey/index.ssf/2014/01/is_trade_
school_a_better_investment_than_
college.html 
 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/emsi/2
013/03/07/americas-skilled-trades-
dilemma-shortages-loom-as-most-
in-demand-group-of-workers-ages/  
  
http://www.businessweek.com/artic
les/2014-03-20/skilled-welder-
shortage-looms-in-u-dot-s-dot-
with-many-near-retirement  
 
 
Articles about the “gap year”: 

http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2
009-11-
05/news/0911080261_1_gap-year-
college-students  
 
http://time.com/97065/gap-year-
college/  
 
http://www.psychologytoday.com/b
log/nurturing-
resilience/201103/why-young-
people-shouldn-t-go-college-least-
right-away 
 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brettn
elson/2012/01/25/why-you-should-
postpone-college/ 
 

Analyze and 
evaluate 
effective 
rhetorical 
devices used by 
an author to 
support a point 
of view or 
purpose. 

 

Read the articles listed in 
the resource about 
students taking a year off 
before going to college 
(gap year) evaluating the 
effectiveness of rhetorical 
devices.  

 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
an author's use 
of rhetoric and 
how it 
contributes to 
the power, 
persuasivenesso
r beauty of the 
text. 

Read the articles listed in 
the resource about 
students taking a year off 
before going to college 
(gap year) evaluating if 
the author effectively uses 
rhetoric.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 

http://money.cnn.com/2012/03/14/smallbusiness/trade-schools/
http://money.cnn.com/2012/03/14/smallbusiness/trade-schools/
http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0241-choosing-vocational-school
http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0241-choosing-vocational-school
http://www.nj.com/inside-jersey/index.ssf/2014/01/is_trade_school_a_better_investment_than_college.html
http://www.nj.com/inside-jersey/index.ssf/2014/01/is_trade_school_a_better_investment_than_college.html
http://www.nj.com/inside-jersey/index.ssf/2014/01/is_trade_school_a_better_investment_than_college.html
http://www.nj.com/inside-jersey/index.ssf/2014/01/is_trade_school_a_better_investment_than_college.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/emsi/2013/03/07/americas-skilled-trades-dilemma-shortages-loom-as-most-in-demand-group-of-workers-ages/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/emsi/2013/03/07/americas-skilled-trades-dilemma-shortages-loom-as-most-in-demand-group-of-workers-ages/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/emsi/2013/03/07/americas-skilled-trades-dilemma-shortages-loom-as-most-in-demand-group-of-workers-ages/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/emsi/2013/03/07/americas-skilled-trades-dilemma-shortages-loom-as-most-in-demand-group-of-workers-ages/
http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-03-20/skilled-welder-shortage-looms-in-u-dot-s-dot-with-many-near-retirement
http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-03-20/skilled-welder-shortage-looms-in-u-dot-s-dot-with-many-near-retirement
http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-03-20/skilled-welder-shortage-looms-in-u-dot-s-dot-with-many-near-retirement
http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-03-20/skilled-welder-shortage-looms-in-u-dot-s-dot-with-many-near-retirement
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2009-11-05/news/0911080261_1_gap-year-college-students
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2009-11-05/news/0911080261_1_gap-year-college-students
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2009-11-05/news/0911080261_1_gap-year-college-students
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2009-11-05/news/0911080261_1_gap-year-college-students
http://time.com/97065/gap-year-college/
http://time.com/97065/gap-year-college/
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/nurturing-resilience/201103/why-young-people-shouldn-t-go-college-least-right-away
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/nurturing-resilience/201103/why-young-people-shouldn-t-go-college-least-right-away
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/nurturing-resilience/201103/why-young-people-shouldn-t-go-college-least-right-away
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/nurturing-resilience/201103/why-young-people-shouldn-t-go-college-least-right-away
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/nurturing-resilience/201103/why-young-people-shouldn-t-go-college-least-right-away
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brettnelson/2012/01/25/why-you-should-postpone-college/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brettnelson/2012/01/25/why-you-should-postpone-college/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/brettnelson/2012/01/25/why-you-should-postpone-college/


23 
 

   Plainfield Public Schools                               ELA Curriculum                                    Grade 12 Unit 2 

 

http://www.usnews.com/education/
best-colleges/right-
school/timeline/articles/2010/05/19
/7-questions-to-ask-when-
considering-a-gap-year  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/right-school/timeline/articles/2010/05/19/7-questions-to-ask-when-considering-a-gap-year
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/right-school/timeline/articles/2010/05/19/7-questions-to-ask-when-considering-a-gap-year
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/right-school/timeline/articles/2010/05/19/7-questions-to-ask-when-considering-a-gap-year
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/right-school/timeline/articles/2010/05/19/7-questions-to-ask-when-considering-a-gap-year
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/right-school/timeline/articles/2010/05/19/7-questions-to-ask-when-considering-a-gap-year
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Standard: W.12.2   

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 
Level  

Resources 

Select an 

informative/ex-

planatory topic 

that can be 

reasonably 

explained or 

clarified within 

the space and 

time allotted. 

Discuss how education 
and training promote 
career path flexibility. 
Define career cluster, 
career path, and 
postsecondary plans.  
 
Have students use a 
career search tool such as 
My Next Move which will 
generate a list of possible 
careers.  Have students 
explore those options and 
select one career to 
research (Task 2). 
 
Review with students the 
career-choice handout 
from the DOE posted on 
the district website.   
 
 

 
2 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

http://www.iseek.org/careers/cluste
r-pathway.html- describes 16 
career clusters, various career 
pathways, and provides a skills 
assessment.  
   
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/e
xplore-careers/careers/add-up-
your-interests-career-possibilities- 
facilitates exploration of career 
choices and college majors; poses 
questions to help students to reflect 
on their interests.   
 
http://www.mynextmove.org/ the 
U.S. Department of Labor's career 
search tool. 
 
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/d
efault/files/choose-career.pdf- 
handout with useful questions to 
ask when exploring career options.  
 
http://www.hffmcsd.org/webpages/s
gale/files/example%20of%20inform
ative%20speech%20outline.pdf- 
Example of a completed 
informative outline using the topic 
of the Titanic.  
 
http://www.brighthubeducation.com
/test-taking-tips/52984-how-to-
deliver-a-great-informative-
speech/- provides tips for giving an 

informative speech.  
 
http://www.hffmcsd.org/webpages/s
gale/files/informative%20speech%2
0outline%20template.pdf-  
Informative speech outline.  
 
 

Effectively 

organize 

complex ideas 

so that each 

new element 

builds on the 

previous idea in 

order to create a 

unified whole 

that 

communicates 

the author's 

purpose 

effectively. 

Review with students 
sample informative speech 
outlines and discuss the 
effectiveness of the 

outlines.  

Review with student the 
tips for writing and 
delivering an informative 
speech listed in the 
resource.  
 
Have students write an 
informative speech 
explaining the career path 
they researched. 
Encourage students to 
complete an outline (Task 
3).  
 
 

 
2 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 
 
 
 

http://www.iseek.org/careers/cluster-pathway.html-
http://www.iseek.org/careers/cluster-pathway.html-
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/explore-careers/careers/add-up-your-interests-career-possibilities-
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/explore-careers/careers/add-up-your-interests-career-possibilities-
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/explore-careers/careers/add-up-your-interests-career-possibilities-
http://www.mynextmove.org/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/choose-career.pdf-
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/choose-career.pdf-
http://www.hffmcsd.org/webpages/sgale/files/example%20of%20informative%20speech%20outline.pdf-
http://www.hffmcsd.org/webpages/sgale/files/example%20of%20informative%20speech%20outline.pdf-
http://www.hffmcsd.org/webpages/sgale/files/example%20of%20informative%20speech%20outline.pdf-
http://www.brighthubeducation.com/test-taking-tips/52984-how-to-deliver-a-great-informative-speech/-
http://www.brighthubeducation.com/test-taking-tips/52984-how-to-deliver-a-great-informative-speech/-
http://www.brighthubeducation.com/test-taking-tips/52984-how-to-deliver-a-great-informative-speech/-
http://www.brighthubeducation.com/test-taking-tips/52984-how-to-deliver-a-great-informative-speech/-
http://www.hffmcsd.org/webpages/sgale/files/informative%20speech%20outline%20template.pdf-
http://www.hffmcsd.org/webpages/sgale/files/informative%20speech%20outline%20template.pdf-
http://www.hffmcsd.org/webpages/sgale/files/informative%20speech%20outline%20template.pdf-
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Develop the 
topic thoroughly 
by selecting and 
synthesizing the 
most significant 
and relevant 
facts, 
definitions, 
concrete details, 
and quotations 
appropriate to 
the audience's 
knowledge of 
the topic. 

Have students participate 
in peer editing using a 
checklist to critique peer’s 
speech.  

 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://homepage.smc.edu/martin_b
en/Checklist.htm- checklist for 
giving an informative speech. 
 
 

 

http://homepage.smc.edu/martin_ben/Checklist.htm-
http://homepage.smc.edu/martin_ben/Checklist.htm-

